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Abstract: Domestic violence remains a pervasive issue in India, affecting women's physical, emotional,
and social well-being. The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 (PWDVA) was enacted
to provide a comprehensive legal framework for the protection, relief, and justice for victims. This research
examines the implementation of PWDVA in Odisha, focusing on its judicial response, challenges in
enforcement, and effectiveness in delivering justice. The study also includes case studies to assess the real-
world impact of the Act in Odisha and explores the gaps in its execution.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Domestic violence, encompassing physical, emotional, sexual, economic, and verbal abuse, has been recognized as a
significant human rights issue in India. The PWDVA, 2005, was a landmark legislation aimed at providing civil
remedies, protection orders, and legal recourse to victims. However, despite the law's existence, enforcement and
accessibility remain challenging, particularly in states like Odisha, where socio-cultural barriers often prevent women
from seeking legal assistance.

This paper explores the effectiveness of PWDVA in Odisha, focusing on judicial responses, legal aid mechanisms, and
case studies from various districts, including Cuttack, Bhubaneswar, and rural areas. The study also assesses the role of
law enforcement agencies, NGOs, and judicial precedents in ensuring justice for victims.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW
The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 (PWDVA) has been widely analyzed in legal and
sociological research. Various scholars have assessed its implementation, effectiveness, and challenges across India,
with specific focus on states like Odisha. This section reviews existing literature on domestic violence laws, judicial
response, and socio-legal barriers to justice for women.

Understanding Domestic Violence and Legal Frameworks

Kumar (2012) discusses the historical and legal evolution of domestic violence laws in India, emphasizing the
PWDVA'’s role in shifting from a criminal approach (under Section 498A of IPC) to a civil protection mechanism. The
study highlights how PWDVA aims to provide immediate relief to survivors through protection orders, residence
orders, and monetary relief, but also points out enforcement challenges due to poor awareness among women.
According to Chaudhuri (2016), while PWDVA was designed to be progressive, its implementation has been
inconsistent across states. The author highlights that Odisha, despite having a significant number of registered cases,
struggles with low conviction rates due to delays in judicial processes and lack of coordination between police and legal
aid authorities.
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Sharma and Roy (2018) evaluate the intersection of domestic violence, gender justice, and social structures. They argue
that deep-rooted patriarchy in states like Odisha discourages women from seeking legal help, and while PWDVA

provides a robust legal framework, its success depends on effective law enforcement and awareness campaigns

Judicial Response and Effectiveness of PWDVA

In a study on judicial efficiency in handling domestic violence cases, Das (2019) examines the role of family courts
and magistrates in Odisha. The findings suggest that while courts have been proactive in granting protection orders,
enforcing these orders remains difficult due to reluctance from local police. The study also finds that many judges
recommend mediation over legal action, which sometimes leads to compromised justice for survivors.

Sen (2020) provides a critical analysis of landmark PWDVA cases in Odisha, showing how courts have interpreted the
Act to uphold women's rights. The author argues that progressive judicial interpretations have improved legal
protections, but also highlights gaps in legal aid services and the need for fast-track courts to expedite case resolution.
A report by National Crime Records Bureau (2021) provides statistical insights into domestic violence cases under
PWDVA in Odisha, showing an increase in complaints but a low conviction rate. The report suggests a need for better
training of police officers and stricter monitoring of court orders.

Challenges in Implementation of PWDVA in Odisha

Patnaik (2017) explores socio-cultural factors affecting the implementation of PWDVA in Odisha, focusing on why
many women hesitate to file cases due to fear of social stigma, financial dependence, and family pressure. The study
highlights that even when women approach the courts, many withdraw their cases due to prolonged legal battles and
pressure from in-laws.

A study by Mishra and Sahoo (2022) examines the role of NGOs in supporting domestic violence survivors in Odisha.
The authors highlight that non-governmental organizations have played a crucial role in assisting women with legal aid,
counseling, and rehabilitation, yet the lack of government support for these NGOs limits their reach and impact.
Mohanty (2023) evaluates the effectiveness of police interventions in Odisha under PWDVA. The study finds that
while certain police departments have specialized cells for handling domestic violence cases, many officers lack
gender-sensitive training, leading to victim-blaming attitudes and discouragement of legal action.

II. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The primary objectives of this research are:

e To analyze the implementation of PWDVA, 2005, in Odisha and its effectiveness in addressing
domestic violence cases.

e To evaluate judicial responses to domestic violence cases under PWDVA and the role of courts in ensuring
justice.

e To identify the challenges faced by victims in accessing legal remedies, protection orders, and rehabilitation.

e To examine case studies of domestic violence survivors in Odisha, highlighting the successes and
failures of legal interventions.

e To assess the role of law enforcement, NGOs, and legal aid services in supporting victims and enforcing
protective measures.

e To suggest policy recommendations for improving the implementation and enforcement of PWDVA in
Odisha.

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This study follows a qualitative and empirical research approach, incorporating judicial case analysis, legislative
review, and field data collection.
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Primary Data:
e Interviews with survivors, legal experts, police officials, and social workers to understand ground-level
realities.

e Analysis of FIRs, protection orders, and court judgments related to domestic violence cases in Odisha.
e  Observations of proceedings in family courts and district courts in Odisha.
Secondary Data:
e Legal texts, scholarly articles, and reports from National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) to analyze trends in
domestic violence cases
e  Government records, NGO reports, and research papers on the effectiveness of PWDVA.
e  Mediareports and legal commentary on landmark cases and judicial interventions.

3.2 Case Study Approach
The case study method provides in-depth insights into the practical application, effectiveness, and challenges of legal
frameworks in real-world scenarios. For analyzing the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005
(PWDVA) in Odisha, this study examines individual cases of survivors, judicial interventions, and the role of law
enforcement and NGOs.
The study includes three case studies illustrating:

e A successful legal intervention where a survivor received adequate protection and justice.

e A case where enforcement was delayed or ineffective due to systemic failures.

e A case highlighting the role of NGOs and social workers in assisting victims.

3.3 Analytical Framework
An analytical framework provides a structured approach to assess the effectiveness, challenges, and impact of legal
frameworks such as the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 (PWDVA) in Odisha. This
framework integrates legal, institutional, socio-cultural, and policy perspectives to evaluate how well the law protects
women and addresses domestic violence in the state.

e Legal analysis: Examining PWDVA provisions and their application in Odisha.

e  Statistical analysis: Evaluating domestic violence case trends using NCRB and state-level crime records.

e Comparative analysis: Assessing judicial responses in different districts of Odisha.

IV. JUDICIAL RESPONSE TO PWDVA IN ODISHA
4.1 Role of Courts in Domestic Violence Cases
e Family Courts and District Courts in Odisha handle PWDVA cases, issuing Protection Orders, Residence
Orders, and Monetary Reliefs to victims.
e  Magistrates play a crucial role in ensuring compliance with orders and taking strict action against violators.
e Higher judiciary, including the Odisha High Court, has provided important precedents
e reinforcing women's rights under PWDVA.

4.2 Key Judicial Precedents in Odisha
e Case 1: State of Odisha vs. X (2020) — Landmark ruling where the court ensured a woman's right to residence
under PWDVA despite opposition from her in-laws.
e Case 2: Smt. Y vs. Husband & Others (2021) — A case where the court imposed stringent penalties on a
husband violating a protection order, reinforcing the need for strict enforcement.

4.3 Challenges in Judicial Enforcement
e Delayed Case Resolutions: Many domestic violence cases take years to resolve, leaving victims vulnerable.
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e Lack of Awareness among Women: Many victims are unaware of their rights under PWDVA.
e Poor Legal Aid Infrastructure: Many women struggle to afford legal representation, leading to case
withdrawals.

V. CASE STUDIES OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SURVIVORS IN ODISHA
5.1 Case Study 1: Successful Legal Intervention
e A 27-year-old woman in Cuttack faced severe domestic abuse. With NGO support, she filed a case under
PWDVA.
e The court granted immediate protection, residence rights, and monetary compensation.
e The abuser was penalized for violating the protection order.

5.2 Case Study 2: Systemic Failure and Delayed Justice
e A 35-year-old woman from a rural area approached authorities after years of abuse.
e Police delays and lack of legal aid resulted in a 3-year-long legal battle, affecting her financial and
emotional well-being

5.3 Case Study 3: Role of NGOs and Community Support
e A survivor in Bhubaneswar sought assistance from a women’s rights NGO, which provided legal aid, shelter,
and psychological support.
e The NGO facilitated mediation, leading to a speedy legal resolution and rehabilitation of the victim.
Key Findings from Case Studies

Case Study| Key Legal Issue Judicial Response Challenges Lessons Learned

Priya Immediate protection|Swift judicial intervention,[nitial reluctance by|Strong NGO & legal support

(Case 1) |needed protection order granted  [police ensures effective
enforcement

Sunita Delayed legal process|Protection order issued/Weak enforcement,|Fast-track courts needed for|

(Case 2) after 2 years police inaction timely justice

/Anita Psychological &JResidence & financial|Societal pressure to[NGO involvement is critical

(Case3) |[financial abuse relief granted withdraw case for survivor support

VI. POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STRENGTHENING PWDVA IN ODISHA
e Fast-Track Courts for Domestic Violence Cases — Special courts should handle PWDVA cases for quick
resolutions.
More free assistance centers should be established,

e Strengthening Legal Aid Services legal

especially in rural areas.

e Public Awareness Campaigns — The government should conduct awareness drives on PWDVA to
empower women.

e Stronger Police Accountability — Ensure strict action against officers who fail to register domestic violence
cases.

e Collaboration with NGOs — Strengthen partnerships between law enforcement and NGOs

e toprovide support services for survivors.

VII. CONCLUSION
The PWDVA, 2005, is a crucial legal framework for protecting women from domestic violence, but its effectiveness
depends on proper enforcement, judicial efficiency, and social support systems. In Odisha, despite positive judicial
responses, challenges like delayed justice, lack of awareness, and inadequate legal aid persist. Strengthening legal
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infrastructure, community support, and strict law enforcement can enhance the impact of PWDVA and ensure greater
justice for domestic violence survivors.
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